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Literary Humanist Ontology

ZHU Shou-xian
(Departmient of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310028, Chinu)

Abstract: Among the researches of literary theory in the new era, following the ideology, reflection,
subjective theory and form ontology in litcrary theory. literary humanist ontology in literature offers a

new dimension for the study of the nature of literature. It proposes an understanding of the naturc of
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literature out of humanity itsclf and views humanily as the ontology of literature. This trend of
thought came into prominence in the mid-eighties of the 20th century and faded out in the early
nineties. [t manifested itself successively in the form of anthropological ontology, life instinct
ontology, conscious or spirit ontology, irrational ontology, etc. As for its historical development,
literary humanist ontology in literature logically evolved [rom the study of the literary theory in
contemporary China. Philosophically speaking, it was an active response that Chinese literary
researchers made in the new era to the philosophical thought of humanism predominating in the
modern western world.

On the one hand, this ontology in literature holds that hurnanity should be the {ocus [or the study
of litermure and arts. 1t proposed an ontological interpretation of the role of humanity in the creation of
literature, which further developed the traditional proposition—"literature is about humanity.”
Furthermore, it studies literature ontologically and in a sense serves as another self-adjustment and
revolution in the evolution of the new-era ideas ol literature and stimulates traditional ideas of literature
10 sel{-reflection. Desides, literary humanist ontology in literature stresses the senses of humanity,
recoglizes humanity s intuition, instinets and life impulses. As a result, in the theory of lirerature, it
cncourages the expression of the individual.

On the other hand, while it views humanity as the ontology in the literary study, its
understanding of humanity is confined to anthropology and fails to replace humanity back to social
practice and social relations. Therefore, while it dwells upon life impulscs, senses, instincts,
intuitions, experience and irrationality, it reduces man to an abstract existence and theoretically leads
to an abstract and void understanding of man. Secondly. while it recognizes the irrationality in literary
creation, it overstates its role, mistakenly thinking of the irrational intuitions, life experience,
instinets and naturalness as the ontology of literature. Thirdly, literary humanist ontology in literarure
ignores the hasic laws inherent in literary creation, simply stressing the identity between literary
ereation and man”s life but failing to provide persuasive explanations for the necessary regularities that
literary creation demands. All thase theoretical blind spots must be discarded as uscless while we
construct the contemporary litera
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