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The Methodological Sandpoint and Its Significance
o the Engish Schoal

ZHANG Qiamrming
( Department o International Culture studies, Zhgiang University, Hangzhou 310027 , China)

Abgract : The Engish Shool is an important theoretical one in the field of internationa relations that has its
gecid research methodology and theoretical vison. For along time, the academic community in international
relations has been of the opinion that the Endish School holds to the traditiond methodology of humanities
while opposng " scientific’ methodology of natural science, which is actudly sheer misunderganding. A
cormprehendve survey of the works by the Endish School shows that athough the Engish School inggs on
adopting the methods of humanities to sudy international relaions, they do not regect any other " scientific’
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methods. Ingdead , they enploy podtiviam, hermeneutics and critical theory. In other words, they actudly
adopt pluraian in methocblogy.

The reans that the Endish School adopts the plurdigic sand in methodology are closdly related with
their underganding of the conplexity of internationa relations. They beieve that the activities in the world
political arena are both conplicated and uncertain. Apart from international ociety, there exig other two
oorflicting elements: war and transnational unity or corflict. These different dements dl exig in international
Dciety a the same time. Therdore, it iswrong to put excesdve enphadson the fird dement while denying
the other two. Out of such a methodblogica dand, they hold that it is unnecessary to concretize the
internationa sysem, internationa ciety and world ciety. They have made such a divison jug for
methodblogica convenience. It is obvious, therdfore, that the Engish School gves priority to methodology
ingead of the divison. Out of such a condderation , they survzy the internaticngi sydexn, irternstional ociety
and world ciety from different analytical perspectives.

The plurdidic methodological gands the Engjigh School has taker: have laid afoundation for a ontological
research into issues of wide soope, which enables thicm to survey internationd relations from plurdigic levels
and plurdidic dimensons by combining theories of internationa sydem, internationa <ciety and world
DCiety.

The plurdign of the Engish School has not only offers a cons gent framenork for summing up various
theories of international relations, but set up anided bridge for their dialogue. Neverthdess, the pluraism has
a9 brought about inner contradictions and tendons anong their theories. For this reaon, the theoretica
framework of the Engish School is gill inperfect , and needs to be inproved.

Key Words: The Engish Shool ; pluraliam of methodology ; international sysem; internationa sciety ; world
Dciety ; dgnificance
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