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Characteristics of the Rural Basic-level Party Organization Construction
in the Base Areas of the War of Resistance Against Japan

DINGJunrping, DEN G Xufeng
(School of Palitical Science and Public Management , Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, Ching

Abdtract : The War of Res stance Against Japan was not only a key period of the New Democratic
Revol ution , but also a very important onefor the construction and development of the Communi st
Party of China (CPC). Along with the evolution of Mao Zedong Thought on party construction,
the organizational construction of CPC was carried out in a deep and wide way. The construction
of the rural basc-level Party organizationin the base areasof the War of Red stance Against Japan
was, among others, relatively the first complete construction of the basclevel Party
organizationsin the CPC history. This Party construction strongly strengthened the Party’ s
grassroots organizationsin all base areas, which laid a solid foundation for thefinal victory of the
War of Resistance Against Japan. Some ways adopted during the wartime are still advisable for
the organizational construction in the countryside in the peacef ul time.

(1) The route of organizational construction. It isa top-down approach for Party construction
and development based on the army. It isa quick and effective way to expand the Party. (2) The
mode of Party construction. It is setting up Party’ s branches and sub-branches (or group) in
different divisonal areas. As during the anti-Japan war villages instead of big farms were all
scattered, Party organizations as branches or sub-branches had to be established at villages in
order to facilitate the work. (3) Party consolidation and reorganization. It is carried out in a
general way by stages, by groups and by combining examination, taking disciplinary actions and
reforming. (4) Party’ s Education. It iscarried out in a massive way by combining propaganda,
teaching, training, and practicing, with a view to increasng the quality of Party members and
cultivating their Party spirit. (5) The Party’ swork. It isthe "five tasks' centered on enlistment
and democratic movement 0 as to consolidate the anti-Japan base areas. The Party branchesare
to do the central tasks well , including a) enlisting, democratic movements and providing disaster
relief ; b) conveying and implementing instructionsfrom above and Party’ s policies; c) educating
and leading the people to struggle; d) often carrying out education within the Party; and e)
assigning a task to each Party member , discussng the work and collecting Party membership
dues. (6) The Party’ srole. Itisto lay "sx solid foundations' to guarantee the final victory over
Japan: the Party’ s class foundation, mass foundation, organizational foundation, ideological
foundation, political foundation, and foundation of the political power.
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