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A Sudy on the Total Number of Jinshi of the Ming Dynasty

GON G Yan-ming, QIU Jinrchun
( The Research Institute of Ancient Books, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract : Statistics of jinshi (the successul candidates of the highest imperial examinations) is
one of thefoundational topicsin the studieson civil service examination systeminfeudal China. It
is necessary for us, who want to understand the system of the imperial examinations of the Ming
Dynasty (1368 - 1644) , to know the total number of jinshi during the 276-year dynasty. Snce the
total numbers of jinshi , worked out by the present-time researchers, vary, we are not certain of
the correct number , much less make a thorough study of this question. This paper is an attempt
to find out the correct number of jinshi in the Ming Dynasty.

A number of rea causes are attributed to the various numbers worked out. First, the
researchers adopted different standards to determine the qualification of jinshi. Therefore, the
number of the candidates who had passed the metropolitan examinations held by the Ministry of
Rites was wrongly calculated as those who passed the palace examinations held later by the
emperors. Second, the researchers held different opinions about the number of times for the
imperial examinations held in the Ming Dynasty. Third, the researchers failed to examine and
correct the dada cited so that some wrong information was re-cited.

To lve these problems, firstly, this paper defines the standard of jinshi in the Ming
Dynasty who only refer to those candidates passing the palace examinations, whose names were
read out in the follow-up ceremony hosted by the emperor in the palace, and therefore excludes
the number of those who passed the metropolitan examinations only. Secondly , the paper denies
the statistics regarding the list of jinshi, which had been authorized in 1640. It has thus been
verified that the number of times for the candidate list posted up for al the Ming imperia
examinationsis 89, instead of 90 or 88 as concluded by some of the researchers. Thirdly, the
paper carries out further meticulous research into the number of jinshi for the eighty-nine Ming
examinations, by making full use of several decades of available source material in China and
overseas, such as The Record of Jinshi in the Ming Dynasty , stelesinscribed with the names of
jinshi , and Annalsof the Ming Dynasty. All this gives rise to the correct total number of jinshi in
the Ming Dyansty —24 595.

Key words: Ming Dynasty ; jinshi ; statistics; the palace examinations



