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Completion and Circulation of Shijiejing of the Dunhuang Manuscripts
ZHU Daxing
(Research Institute f or Ancient Books, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Shischishenzhipin in Shijiejing had aready appeared in a series of Kuling-Pao Ching.
However , they were separate but combined together at the beginning. To meet the Taoists needs
of study, recitation, publicity and instruction, Shijie and Shischishenzhipin were combined
together from around the late Northern and Southern dynagties to the early Tang Dynasty on the bad s of
taking in contents of Kulingpaojing like Taishangdongxuanlingbaozhihuidingzhitongweijing and
Taishangdongxuanlingbaozhi hui zui genshangpindajiejing , which finaly led to the formation of

together during the time between 709 A.D. and 757 A. D. There were many reasons for the
combination. Snce West Han Dynasty, Laozi was constantly being deified and the status of
Daodejing also got apparent promotion. The Taoist school of Lingpao , maintaining more of the
tradition of Tianshidao from the Han Dynasty to the Wei Dynasty than others, continued to deify
Laozi and revering Daodejing which met the needs of the mass and followers of Tacism. The

school) was one of the main reasons which prompted the combination and circulation of
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Confucianism it digplayed and Tang dynasty’ s worship of Laozi and Daodejing out of political
needsin reality , Tang Dynasty in itself and the chaotic social environment before it , etc. , were

tradition of worshipping Laozi and Daodejing, but also satified the Confucianist needs for
politicsin reality and was al s0 influenced by Buddism. It therefore endowed the combination and
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