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Abgract : Kai Hentai is a collection of Tosen Fusetsu-gaki, oral historical materials on
Sno-Japanese trade in the Edo Era. Tosen Fusetsu-gaki refers to reportsin Japanese trandation
submitted to Edo Bakuf u by Chinese-speakinginterpreters, who were respons blefor interviewing
seamen from foreign merchant ships arriving in Japan about those ships and information from
China and Southeast Ada. Thanks to Kai Hentai and Nagasaki Xiousetsu, historical materials
like Tosen Fusetsu-gaki have been handed down from ancient times. The most complete and
authoritative edition of Tosen Fusetsu-gaki at present isthe three-volume Kai Hentai compiled by

Doctor Urarenichi and published by Touyou Bunko in 1958.

In addition, The Separative History of Taiwan and The Record of the Zheng Family in
Taiwan , both writtenin Chinese, are the two historical works compiled by Kawaguchi Chouju, a
scholar in the Edo Era and the first man we have ever known who made use of Kai Hentai in
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compiling. Urarenichi’ s article entitled An Explanation of Kai Hentai: Tosen Fusetsu-gaki
Studies has so far been known as the most important and authoritative research result and the
only philological research on Tosen Fusetsu-gaki and Kai Hentai.

Chinese scholars began to pay attention to Tosen Fusetsu-gaki and Kai Hentai in 1906 when
the Chinese trandation was published in Tokyo. After that, Xie Guozhen and Zhou Yiliang
introduced the academic value of Kai Hentai to China, hoping that China’ s historical circles
would trandateit into Chinese. By now , however , Chinese scholars have not yet done effective
work in developing and employing this valuable material due to language and interpretive
problems.

Gven its historical period, Kai Hentai contains high realistic value. It also providesprecious
references for researches on the Qing history, the history of the Chinese-foreign relationsin the
Qing dynasty , and Japanese history , which can specifically be outlined in the following areas:

(1) China’ s navigation history and the social-economic history of China’ s coastal region in
the early Qing dynasty.

(2) The Sno-Japanese history of trade and that of cultural exchange in the early Qing
dynasty.

(8) The dtuationin East Asa and foreign policy of Bakufu at that time.

Key words: Tosen Fusetsu-gaki ; history of Sno-Japanese relationsin the Qing dynasty ; historical
material s from overseas; the Book Road
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