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Urban Containment Policy: A Global Experience
Han Haoying Feng Ke Wu Cifang
(Institute of Land Science and Property Management , Zhejiang University ,
Hangzhou 310029, China)

Abstract: As an important component of urban growth management policy, urban containment
has been widely adopted in many countries to curb the widespread sprawl. Basically, it includes
three forms: greenbelt, urban growth boundary (UGB), and urban service boundary (USB).
The strength of control of these three forms decreases, while their flexibility and complexity
increase in sequence. The global experience of the implementation of urban containment policies
suggests that clear and relatively stable boundaries and a comprehensive policy kit are keys to the
success of urban containment policy. At the same time, the Chinese experience indicates that
these elements are seriously inadequate in practice, resulting in relatively poor implementation of
urban containment in the Chinese cities. Consequently, the improvement of the implementation of

urban containment policy in China may depend on the clarification of the boundaries, the
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integration of the different urban containment policies, as well as the establishment of a more
comprehensive policy kit including tax and land use regulation tools.
Key words: urban containment; greenbelt; urban growth boundary; urban service boundary;

growth management
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