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Policy Transfer and Policy Innovation
Huang Jianrong  Xiang Yugiong
(School of Public Management , Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Policy transfer is a course seeking and realizing the space-time-transfer of the value,
ideas and knowledge of public policy and enabling them to be effected in the new environment and
within the new policy acceptors. As an important content of public policy making, policy transfer
is one of the significant ways of policy innovation and policy optimization. Policy transfer is
beneficial to speeding up the construction of policy agenda, enlarging the alternatives for selection
of policy supply, and realizing the integration and deployment of high grade policy elements with
lower transaction cost and better efficiency, thus facilitating the diffusion, pervasion and
development of those policies of high qualities. The crucial dynamics of policy transfer is the
demand of policy innovation and policy optimization. The possible unfavorable influences of policy
transfer are: restraining self-policy-innovation; resulting in the policy failure if the policy

transferred could not match the reality of the new environment; the reform of the core systems of
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public policy will be neglected since policy transfer usually attaches more attention on the changes
of peripheral systems; the actions of those with strong resources for policy innovation through
continuous policy transfer would cause the Matthew effect, which would produce and enlarge
further differentia of policy configuration and uneven development between regions.

Key words: policy transfer; policy innovation; policy supply; policy vicissitude; policy environment
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