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Discussion on the Essential Characteristics of the Socialist System
with Chinese Characteristics
Kang Xiaoqiang
(Ministry of Scientific Socialism, Party School of Central Committee of CPC / National
Academy of Governance, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: The socialist system with Chinese characteristics has become the most direct and distinctive
sign of socialism with Chinese characteristics. To have a command of the essential characteristics of the
socialist system with Chinese characteristics, the following two questions should be especially focused
on: On the one hand, as the realization form of socialism system in contemporary China, the socialist
system with Chinese characteristics cannot deviate from the development orientation of socialism, the
aspects in which the basic principles of scientific socialism continued and the unique qualitative
stipulations of the socialist system are reflected; on the other hand, compared with the traditional
socialist “Soviet model” and the modern capitalist model, what are the new and different features of the
socialist system with Chinese characteristics? Considering the above two points, the essential
characteristics of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics are mainly reflected in the following
four aspects. First, achieving effective leadership of “all work” with the Communist Party of China as
the “central structure” from the direction perspective. The leadership of the Communist Party reflects
the unique attributes of the national system of the socialist country. The leadership of the Communist
Party of China is the “root” of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, the basic prerequisite
and fundamental guarantee for the realization of China’s modernization, which plays a positive role in
comprehensively and deeply “embedding” the national governance structure system. Second, adhering
to the “people-centered” value orientation from the standpoint perspective. “People-centered” value
can not only fully represent the will of the people, gather people’s wisdom extensively, and effectively

safeguard the people’s interests, but also emphasize the maximum guarantee of the people’s dominant
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role and value in the country, which fundamentally determines and confirms the legitimacy of the
system and provides a continuous source of vitality and strength support for stimulating the advantages
and superiority of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics. Third, adhering to the organic
integration of “keeping good aspects” and “innovation” from the strategic perspective. The socialist
system with Chinese characteristics not only adheres to the basic principles of scientific socialism, but
also develops basic ideas and theories of scientific socialism, and criticizes and surpasses the capitalist
society, which is a great creation in the civilization history of human system, especially in the
civilization history of political system. Furthermore, it demonstrates the characteristics of “innovation”
and reflects the organic combination of “keeping good aspects” and “innovation”. Fourth, it reflects the
ductility from the structural perspective. In practice, the socialist system with Chinese characteristics
has expanded from the “three-in-one” structural form — “fundamental system, basic system, specific
system” to the “four-in-one” — “fundamental system, basic system, important system, specific system”,
which shows that it has a high degree of openness, tolerance, adaptability, coordination and balance.
Having a comprehensive command of the essential characteristics of the socialist system with Chinese

characteristics is of great significance for a deep understanding of the internal structure of socialism

development of civilization of human system.

Key words: socialist system with Chinese characteristics; characteristics; essence; people
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