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The Cognitive Motivation behind Subjective Motion Expressions in Modern Chinese
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(Center for the Study of Language and Cognition , Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract; In a subjective motion expression ,a motion verb is used to depict an inherently static
scene . This special use of motion verbs has been one of the research focuses in Cognitive
Linguisties during the past two or three decades .However ,research on subjective motion ,in terms
of both theoretical and empirical study ,still has a lot of room for development .In the field of
Chinese linguistics , there has been no systemic and comprehensive study on Chinese subjective
motion expressions until now .In view of this situation,and taking the perspective of cognitive
linguistics ,this paper examines the cognitive motivation behind the formation of subjective motion
and the coding process of subjective motion expressions . First of all ,by drawing on conceptual
integration theory and motion event theory,we start from meaning making and analyze the
cognitive motivation behind subjective motion and its linguistic structure .In the analysis ,we have
found that conceptual integration ,conceptual metonymy and Gestalt psychology play an important
part in the formation and linguistic realization of subjective motion .Subjective motion ,in essence ,
comes from the conceptual mappings between real motion and the static scene,and the cognitive
operation of conceptual integration in these two input spaces.Secondly ,we start from surface

linguistic structures ,find their characteristics and explicate the cognitive motivation behind them .
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The linguistic coding of subjective motion has the following features ; the choice of figures G .e.
not all entities can occur as figures in a subjective motion expression ), the necessity of path
information (i.e.a subjective motion expression must contain information about path) and the
suppression of certain manner information (i.e.not all kinds of manner information can occur in
subjective motion expressions ) .The above three features can also be explained from a cognitive
linguistic perspective .The present study has great significance for research on spatial cognition .
Subjective motion expression pertains to how people cognize and express static spatial scenes .Its
formation and linguistic features reveal a human beings subjective construal of spatial categories
and the creativity and dynamicity of his thinking .The study also offers insights into the cross-
linguistic comparative study by proposing another issue for comparison .

Key words ;: modern Chinese ; subjective motion ; cognitive motivation ; conceptual metonymy ; conceptual

integration
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TP S 25 8] 37 5% 09 S A 5 Oy SXAE P I NG 5 5 B FUALFE” (subjective
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T f i W T
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(HE FEPUE 227 ) 2003 4258 3 1,55 17 — 23 W, [Shen Jiaxuan ,"The Resultative Construction in Chinese; A Typological
Perspective . Chinese Teaching in the World ,No .3(2003) ,pp .17 ~23.]
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Matsumoto 7EXF L3 H AL RS AT AR T —A 07 R A 3 A H i 2 2
W7 A i s SO REIABIAE AR A rh BRARiE s sURDIRR I AR SR . 27T DLH
TRHE BT A BRGE T AL RS R [ R AL e
7 AR A Z M s n] U AR A B SR AR Re . — D AR ) AR 5
i LAz s {58 A n] IS R EIE ) H B e 2R R — S S S 2Lk
SRR B SRR B R R . AT Rz sh iy fE S il — iz
S JE AR A ] DUEIRT B R — IR AR IR B R M RIS R Y
MESEHR A TG RO R AR B A T IS 20 OCTF eAR 9 i 2 e A 1 T (RS
TRy BrLL RS R e 432 Sl S T B A4 1) RIS IR 2 1) AR5 A AR L T AR PR R e
AR — iz Zh i BRI e A S W A5 s o] 95 IR 2 AR TGRS ) o Y Hh Bl 2 52 S0
il R B TUREY RO E PR ER (F R SR — e B 2 A S SRS S B TE A
D G M A LM R U T LR AR A RS ) R R e AT TR A O 3R R AT A 2
Az kRIS T IMREEIRER LB S R — IR AR L ) iR A 9 J7 3015 B0k
B AR I A ZS (AR T TR I ] AN BE I E AR A

o, % i

HIRIE B R R PR D H G 5 o RS R O B R 2 —, %
T 20 fi2e 80 AEAUAYTAITE 75 27 IS 3t BT R BE 3 A 3 2SR 7 A R R T 7 . — 5 1T LA
PR MEER A DB A2 2RO IT BRI TR = B AN B Se 20 By v 4 4
AT S X0 I3 75 (A TR A 8 SR A 45 v 0 e T A e 55 5 55— O 1T L il e



LK wAEE wh o F . BUDGE AL AT A DRGSR 55

AT AR R R AR PG BT I R AR BE 715 5 2 W52 00 5 ] 294
o ARSCRIBUG — Rt 58 #s 1)  AWBIARDUE o i AR ) AT U9 WAL RS A 11 5 26 2 4
KSRGS BE XS T8 5 A5 M T AT RE . 238 R I N 283 ik DA T RE ) R R, kg
AHLng MRS S ALOIRAE AE WAL R RYIE G AR S LA RS A R AR R T
KATE S D b PR FEAER], X AR 4] B TA BRI I A2 A ] DL & FRAT D2 ] S i
INRFIEEAR 28 (B AHDR AN AN — %O AR R AR TR TE— e B2 v 6 [ B Tk i
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