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WTO and Global Public Health Governance: A Case Study of TRIPS
Jin Jiyong
(School o f Public Administration, Zhengzhou University , Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Regulations stipulated by WTO have significant implications to public health. As one
normative pillar of WTO, TRIPS is of great importance to global public health governance.
Although some flexible measures are made out of the considerations for public health, WTO is
not public health oriented, and structural contradictions and drawbacks remain unsettled in these
relevant regulations, which often render WTO deleterious rather than beneficial to developing
countries in terms of public health governance. Given the public health crises faced by China and
the reform of the health care system in the country, China is well positioned to make use of the
flexibilities so as to promote the accessibility of drugs, which will contribute to public health
governance nationally and globally as well.
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